
Honors English II—Summer Reading Assignments 2017-2018 
 

Honors English II is a fast-paced course that requires outside reading and writing.  During the summer you are 
required to read and analyze Great Expectations by Charles Dickens. It is essential that you come to class on the 
first day of school ready to discuss and study Great Expectations in depth. The first unit of the year will be based on 
this text, and it is likely that the year will begin with a summer reading exam on the novel. Both of the following 
assignments will be collected on the first day of school.  Late assignments will not be accepted and may result in 
removal from the course. 
 
Questions should be directed via email to Dana Smetana (smetanad@carlisleschools.org) and Kirsten McMahon 
(mcmahonk@carlisleschools.org).  
 
Assignment 1: Great Expectations Motif Double Entry Journal  
 
1.  Read the novel closely and carefully. You may annotate the novel (annotation is always encouraged in Honors 
English II), but you are not required to, nor will any in-text annotations be graded.  
 
2. Complete a motif double entry journal that traces and tracks the development of a single motif through the 

entire novel.  A motif is a recurring element that has significance in a work of literature.  Motifs are part of how 

writers create meaning.  Some motifs are used as symbols, but others are just repeated to create a mood, reinforce 

an idea, connect pieces of information, or enhance other story elements.  

 A minimum of 25 entries is required for this assignment, and these entries must be pulled from the majority of 

the novel—not just part of it. Double entry journals must be typed into two-column tables (see example to follow). 

Please don’t forget MLA headers.  Motif double entry journals must be printed and ready to turn in on the first day 

of class.  

You may choose from the following motifs:  

 hands 
 light and darkness 
 black vs. white 
 Estella as light/star 
 doubles 
 river 

 mists 
 rich vs. poor 
 child vs. adult 
 marshes 
 eyes 

 clew/clue/thread/
maze/path 

 a motif of your 
choice that has 
significance in the 
novel

Double entry journals are essentially two column notes that allow space for direct quotations and your personal 
analysis to be seen side by side.  

 The left hand side of your journal will be reserved for quotations straight from the text.  They will 

need to be accompanied by correct parenthetical citations. 

 The right hand side of your journal will be reserved for your interpretations of the quotations.  The 

more meaningful your interpretations, the easier future assignments with this novel will be. 

Interpretations should include: 

 The literal meaning of the motif in the quote 

 Any double meanings or new meanings of the motif 

 Questions about the motif (use sparingly-no more than 5) 

 Significance of the motif 

 Why you think Dickens included it 

 Where it is incorporated or the significance of the location in the text 

 Connections between the motif and a particular character 

 How/if the motif contributes to theme/meaning 
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You may use the following example to guide you as you create your motif journal. Please note that this example 

includes multiple motifs (to show different types of thinking and varied examples), but your double entry journal 

should include only a single motif that you are tracking through the entire novel.  

 
 
The following rubric will be used to score your motif double entry journal: 
 
_______/25 25 quotations are included 
_______/5  MLA format & typed table format (like example on assignment sheet) used correctly  
_______/5  Quotations are correctly cited 
_______/5  Quotations are pulled evenly from the majority of the novel  
_______/15 Quotation analysis is thorough and evidences deep, analytical thinking 
_______/10  Quotations and analysis types are varied  

 Making personal connections 
 Discussing the use of literary 

devices 
 Interpreting the text 
 Making a prediction 

 Asking a question 
 Extending the meaning 
 Challenging the text 

 
_______/65 TOTAL 
 

 

Quote 

# 

Direct Quotations (w/ Parenthetical 

citations) 

Personal Interpretations 

 

1 

“…because she had brought me up ‘by hand’…” 

(Dickens 5). 

2 meanings of ‘by hand’ here:(1) Mrs. Joe’s --not breast 

fed/ from scratch (2) Pip’s—beaten by Mrs. Joe 

Significance: Maybe to highlight Pip’s innocence, 

naivety, or detachment from the adult world. 

 

 

2 

“Mrs. Joe put clean white curtains up…” 

(Dickens 16). 

There seems to be some irony here.  Mrs. Joe puts up 

white curtains before her company arrives. The 

company is certainly not pure, nor good (two obvious 

connections to the color white), so this could be an 

attempt to draw our attention to the obvious dichotomy 

between the two. 

 

3 

“His eyes looked awfully hungry too” (Dickens 

13). 

I am starting to notice a pattern here.  Dickens often 

uses eyes to describe more significant things.  

Sometimes personality traits, sometimes wants, etc. 

 

 

4 

“I rang for the tea, and the waiter, reappearing 

with his magic clue, brought in some fifty 

adjuncts to that refreshment, but of tea not a 

glimpse” (Dickens 210). 

This is an allusion to Ariadne.  Ariadne helped Theseus 

find his way out of a labyrinth by giving him a 

thread(called a clew) to lead him. What is Dickens 

saying here? How does this allusion connect? 

 



Assignment 2: Great Expectations Guided Notes 
 

Great Expectations is a novel that is divided into three sections known as the “three stages of Pip’s expectations.” 

The end of each stage is typically marked in the novel, and for the sake of clarity, the stages have also been 

delineated below. Your goal for this assignment is to take notes on important information in each stage of Pip’s 

expectations. If you do the assignment correctly, you will have three sections of notes. These notes will help you a 

great deal when we begin studying the novel in class. Please be sure to make these your notes, not SparkNotes or 

notes from any additional sources. You may choose to type or handwrite these notes. These must be printed 

and/or ready to turn in on the first day of class.  

 Expectation 1: Chapters 1-19 

 Expectation 2: Chapters 20-39 

 Expectation 3: Chapters 40-59 

For each expectation, please create a set of notes that includes the following: 

 1-2 page summary of the expectation (in your own words) 

 Separate lists for each of the following: 

o A minimum of 5 unknown terms/concepts with definitions  

o A minimum of 5 questions you had while reading 

o A minimum of 5 discussion points/topics 

o A minimum of 5 significant quotations/passages (with parenthetical citations) 

o A minimum of 3 revelations (dramatic and surprising pieces of information) 

o A minimum of 2 important symbols w/ explanations of what they could mean 

 
 
The following rubric will be used to score your guided notes: 
 
_______/10  Separate notes are included for all three expectations 
_______/9  3 summaries included (one for each expectation)—summaries are original and    
  detailed  
_______/7.5 15 significant quotations/passages included (5 for each expectation) 
_______/7.5 15 total unknown terms are identified and defined (5 for each expectation) 
_______/7.5 15 questions included (5 for each expectation) 
_______/7.5 15 discussion points/topics included (5 for each expectation) 
_______/1 Correct parenthetical citations included for quotations 
_______/9 9 revelations included (3 for each expectation) 
_______/6 6 symbols & explanations included (2 for each expectation) 
 
 
 
_______/65 TOTAL 
 
 
 
 


